Anxiogenic action of benzodiazepine antagonists Ro 15-1788 and CGS 8216 in the rat.
Ro 15-1788 and CGS 8216 are potent inhibitors of benzodiazepine (BDZ) binding in vitro and may antagonize BDZ effects in vivo. These compounds are less well characterized behaviorally, but, as BDZ antagonists, anxiety-producing (anxiogenic) effects may be hypothesized. This hypothesis was investigated using a conditioned spatial aversion test of anxiety in the rat. Both compounds produced an increase in spatial aversion. This may suggest that these compounds are potentially anxiogenic. The results of these experiments further suggest that the conditioned spatial aversion test may be sensitive to a range of compounds with demonstrable BDZ receptor affinity.